
CLABSI, CAUTI, 
and Casesé                  

oh my!
Kari L. Kuebler RN, BSN

Infection Preventionist Surveillance Specialist

Infection Prevention Indiana University Health  

APIC Indiana NHSN Liaison



OBJECTIVES
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1. Review NHSN Central Line-Associated Bloodstream 

Infection (CLABSI) criteria 

2. Review NHSN Catheter-Associated Urinary Tract Infection 

(CAUTI) criteria

3. Provide case studies based on participant survey sent 

prior to conference. ( 53 responses 41 attending today)



SURVEY SAYSé
CONCERNING CLABSISURVEILLANCE, RESPONDENTS FEEL THEYé

Are a CLABSI Master

Need a lot of help

Are proficient

Get by

2%

6%

38%

42%

12%NA
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SURVEY SAYSé
CONCERNING CAUTISURVEILLANCE, RESPONDENTS FEEL THEYé

Are a CAUTI Master

Need a lot of help

Are proficient

Get by

4%

7%

53%

30%

6%NA
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SURVEY SAYSé
CONCERNING NHSN HAI CRITERIA, RESPONDENTS REPORTED NOT FULLY 
UNDERSTANDINGé

Secondary BSI Attribution Period (SBAP) 72%

Repeat Infection Timeframe (RIT) 42%

Infection Window Period (IWP) 23%

Present on Admission (POA) 15%

Date of Event (DOE) 13%
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CLABSI REVIEW
ÅLCBI (Laboratory Confirmed Bloodstream Infection)

ðLCBI 1 (Recognized Pathogen)

ðLCBI 2 (Common Commensal)

ðLCBI 3 (Common Commensal for patient <1)

ÅMust use NHSN Organism list https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/xls/master-organism-com-commensals-lists.xlsx

ÅEach year, in January, list is updated.  Be sure you have current list
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https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/xls/master-organism-com-commensals-lists.xlsx
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Step by Step
1.  Determine the 7 day Infection Window Period (IWP) 

Å Date of first positive diagnostic test that is used as an element of the site-specific criterion

Å 3 days before and 3 days after diagnostic test

Å In LCBI this is always the blood culture 

2.  Is organism a recognized pathogen or a common commensal

Å
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3. Determine elements of criteria present in IWP.
ÅCommon commensal specimens represent a single element, the collection date of the first specimen is 

used to determine the IWP

Åex: LCBI 2 ïlooking for temp >38.0, chills, hypotension

ÅRule out or identify as a LCBI 1, LCBI 2, or LCBI 3

4. Determine the Date of Event (DOE)
ÅDOE is the date the first element used to meet an NHSN site-specific infection criterion occurs for the 

first time within the seven-day infection window period 

ÅLCBI 1- this will always be the date of the culture as that is the only element of the criteria

ÅLCBI 2- this will be your s/s or your culture, whichever was first in the IWP

5. Determine if POA or HAI (or within a RIT for same event type)

Admission to inpatient location
If 

POA 

stop
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6. Determine device association 

7. Determine location of attribution
ÅInfection is attributed to patient location on the DOE

ÅIf patient transferred or discharged the date of the event or the day prior, event is attributed to the 

transferring unit.

ÅIf patient was in multiple locations (the day of the event and day prior), attribute the infection to the 

FIRST location the patient was housed in the day before the DOE.



10

8. Determine RIT

ÅThe date of event is Day 1 of the 14-day RIT. 

ÅIf same infection type is met within the RIT, new infection cannot be called.  If there is a 

new / different organism, it is added to the original infection maintaining the original DOE.

ÅENDO RIT is extended until discharge. 

ÅRITôs do not carry over to the next admission, even if itôs the same facility.

ÅThe RIT will apply at the level of specific type of infection with the exception of BSI, UTI, 

and PNEU where the RIT will apply at the major type of infection.

ÅBSI (LCBI 1, LCBI 2, LCBI 3, MBI-LCBI 1, MBI-LCBI 2, and MBI-LCBI 3)

ÅPNEU (PNEU 1, PNEU 2, and PNEU 3) 

ÅUTI (SUTI, ABUTI, and USI)

Only one of these major type of infection can be reported in a RIT.  

For example you cannot identify a LCBI 1 and then report an MBI-

LCBI 1 within the RIT set by the LCBI 1. 
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10. Determine if BSI is Primary or Secondary
ÅA BSI that is identified as secondary to another site of infection must meet one of the infection criteria 

detailed in chapter 17, UTI, PNEU, SSI, or PVAP
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APPENDIX B. Secondary Bloodstream Infection (BSI) Guide

Scenario 1: At least one organism from the blood specimen matches an organism 
identified from the site-specific infectionthat is used as an element to meet the 
NHSN site-specific infection criterion AND the blood specimen is collected during 
the secondary BSI attribution period (infection window period + repeat infection 
timeframe). 

OR

Scenario 2: An organism identified in the blood specimen is an element that is 
used to meet the NHSN site-specific infection criterion, and therefore is collected 
during the site-specific infection window period.

Determine if BSI is Primary or Secondary (continued)
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Determine if BSI is Primary or Secondary (continued)

1. Is there another suspected infection?

2. Is there a site specific specimen that can be used to meet a NHSN criteria?

STEP by STEP



14

Determine if BSI is Primary or Secondary (continued)

Is there a site specific specimen 

that can be used to meet a NHSN 

criteria?

Å If site-specific infection criteria is 

met using site specific specimen, 

determine SBAP.

Å Does blood specimen used to 

meet LCBI contain at least one 

matching organism from the site 

specific specimen? 

Å Is LCBI DOE in the SBAP?

DOE/

SUTI

67y/o Indwelling cath placed 

S

B

A

P

Fever >38.0
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Determine if BSI is Primary or Secondary (continued)

3.  Can the blood specimen be used as an element of the site-specific definitions below?


